Introduction to International Relations
Political Science 271, Winter 2015
MWF 8:30-9:50
Professor Horne
Office: 440 Arntzen Hall

Email: Cynthia.Horne@wwu.edu
Office Hours: 10:00-11:00 Monday and Wednesday and by appointment
COURSE DESCRIPTION
If war is expensive and often counterproductive, why do states fight?  What makes cooperation so desirable but so difficult to obtain?  If trade is beneficial to all states, why do states engage in trade protection?  Why do states make choices that hurt themselves economically and politically?  Does a hegemon, meaning the strongest state in the international system, have extraordinary obligations and responsibilities to other weaker states?  Is the U.S. such a hegemon with extraordinary responsibilities to the world?  How much power and influence do non-state actors like international organizations, multinational corporations, and non-governmental organizations have in the international system?  Is development possible, and how do states achieve it?  How to weigh the economic gains from globalization with the potential political and social costs associated with the economic changes?  These questions motivate the study of international relations.  We will be exploring all of these questions this quarter and more. 

This course is designed to give students the theoretical tools with which to analyze the aforementioned questions and topics. The course will be divided into three parts. Part I will provide a theoretical and methodological overview of IR theories.  Part II will focus on the international system, nation-states, and individuals as units of analysis in international relations. Part III will examine key issue areas, including war and cooperation, international political economy, international migration, environmental politics, and human rights. 
This is not a current events course—it is a course on international relations theory and analysis. However, we will certainly be talking about current events, and I expect you to remain up to date during the quarter. We will use the theories we learn in this course to make sense of current and historical events. 
Learning Outcomes—In this course, I will work to expand your knowledge of international affairs so you are better able to evaluate issues relevant to local, national and global communities.  This course contributes to your understanding of how international forces, international actors, and international issues affect you, helping you to develop strategies and devices to evaluate political, economic and social issues with international dimensions. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Current events—such as the New York Times, BBC, CNN
You are expected to read the New York Times or a similar quality daily news source during the week and come to class prepared to talk about current events and how they fit with our course.  The local newspaper or TV news coverage will not be sufficient.  I will start class with a discussion of current events, and current events will appear on the exams.  The NYT is now available free on-line to all WWU students!
2. Midterms (2) and Final Exam:

There will be two in-class midterm exams and a final exam. The exams are cumulative.  Make-up exams will only be given in the event of a death in the immediate family, or sickness accompanied by a doctor’s note.  Flat tires, or sick pets, or alarm clocks that don’t work are not valid reasons to miss an exam, and a make-up will not be given in those situations.  

More details about the exams will be given as we get closer. If you have DDS accommodations, please let me know well in advance of exams so accommodations can be arranged. 
3. Homework—Policy Assignments on Canvas Website
There will be several short on-line IR simulations and homework assignments (they will be posted on canvas and completed on canvas).  You are expected to complete them within the time deadline.  Dates will be announced in class and posted on our canvas website. 
4. Participation

We will have several current event writing prompts in class.  They will be collected and graded.  They are unannounced and you cannot make them up.  They will count toward your participation grade. 

I expect you to come to class on time, be courteous to your classmates and to me, and constructively participate in class discussions.  I may randomly call on you to help out with current events, or to answer questions. I expect you to come to class having completed the readings and ready to engage. 
Grade Breakdown
First Midterm 



20%


Second midterm


25% 

Final Exam



25%

Participation



10%

Homework



20%

Reminders
This syllabus is subject to change, although I will work to minimize changes.  Changes will be announced in class. Students will be held responsible for all changes. 

I will uphold all aspects of Western’s Academic Honesty Policy and Procedure, and Student Rights and Responsibilities Code.  They are published in the Western catalog in Appendix C, University Academic Policies. 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. Please don’t plagiarize. If any part of your coursework is plagiarized you will automatically fail this course.  No make ups, no excuses.

Special Needs:  Reasonable accommodations for persons with document disabilities should be established within the first week of class and arranged through Disability Resource Services, phone: 650-3083; drs@wwu.edu. I will work with you and Western Washington University to meet any documented needs. 
REQUIRED READINGS
1.
Karen Mingst and Ivan Arreguin-Toft. 2014. Essentials of International Relations. 6th edition. New York: W.W. Norton and Co. 
2. 
Karen Mingst and Jack Snyder. 2014. Essential Readings in World Politics. 5th  edition. New York: W.W. Norton and Co. --READER
***Please read the assigned readings by the date indicated on the syllabus.**
PART I: THEORIES AND APPROACES TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
January 7--- Course Introduction

January 9 ---What is IR Theory and why does it matter?
· Essentials of IR—Chapter 1
· Jack Snyder, "One World, Rival Theories”—in reader
January 12 --Thinking theoretically about IR--Realism

· Essentials of IR—Chapter 3, pp. 72-86
· Hans J. Morgenthau, "A Realist Theory"—in reader
January 14  ---Thinking theoretically about IR--Liberalism
· Essentials of IR—Chapter 3, pp. 86-92
· Woodrow Wilson, “The Fourteen Points”

January 16-- Complex Interdependence and Liberal Institutionalism
· Doyle, “Liberalism and World Politics”, —in the reader Part 3
· Francis Fukuyama, “The Future of History”—in the reader
January 19-- no class MLK Holiday
January 21--  Thinking theoretically about IR—Constructivism, Marxism and Critical Theories
· Essentials of IR—Chapter 3, pp. 92-99
· Alexander Wendt, "Anarchy Is What States Make of It"—in reader

January 23  ---Applying the theories—case of Iraqi war and Afghanistan
· Essentials of IR—Chapter 3, pp. 99-104
· Essentials of IR—Chapter 2 (historical overview)
******FIRST EXAM --JANUARY 26th ******
PART II: INTL SYSTEM, STATES, and LEADERS
January 28 -- The international system –Realists and BOP
· Essentials of IR—Chapter 4, pp. 106-115
· Kennan, “The Sources of Soviet Conflict,”  —in the reader 
January 30 -- The international system –Liberals and Constructivists
· Essentials of IR—Chapter 4, pp. 116-128.
· Martha Finnemore, “Legitimacy, Hypocrisy, and the Social Structure of Unipolarity: Why Being a Unipole Isn’t All It’s Cracked Up to Be”—in reader
February 2 --The state –competing perspectives and challenges

· Essentials of IR—Chapter 5, pp. 132-140; 162-173
· Hans Morganthau, “A Realist Theory of International Politics,” —in the reader 
February 4—Power—Sources and applications
· Essentials of IR—Chapter 5, pp. 140-150

In class discussion on Democracy and Foreign Policy—pp. 153-154.

February 6—Foreign Policy Decision-Making
· Essentials of IR—Chapter 5, pp. 153-159
· Robert Jervis, “Hypotheses and Misperceptions”—in the reader 

February 9 
---Individual Level of Analysis 
· Essentials of IR --Chapter 6

February 11—International Organizations and International Law

· Essentials of IR --Chapter 7. 
· John Mearsheimer, "The False Promise of International Institutions”—in reader
February 13—no class—prepare for midterm
No class Monday February 16st—Presidents’ Day Holiday
**********SECOND EXAM—FEBRUARY 18th ************
PART III: KEY ISSUES
February 20--   Causes of War from the Three Theoretical Perspectives
· Essentials of IR --Chapter 8, pp. 248-265, 289-303
· Thomas C. Schelling, "The Diplomacy of Violence"—in reader. 

February 23 --  How wars are fought --Weapons of Mass Destruction, Nuclear 



Deterrence, and Terrorism
· Essentials of IR --Chapter 8, pp. 270-274
· Barry Posen, “A Nuclear-Armed Iran: A Difficult But Not Impossible Policy Problem”—in reader
· Kenneth Waltz, “Why Iran Should Get the Bomb: Nuclear Balancing Would Mean Stability”—in reader
February 25-- Civil Wars and Humanitarian intervention: Does International law matter?

· Essentials of IR --Chapter 8, pp. 283-289
· Virginia Page Fortna, From Does Peacekeeping Work?—in reader
February 27-- International Political Economy—Trade and Finance
· Essentials of IR --Chapter 9, pp. 305-335.
March 2 --International Political Economy—Development and the global south 
· Erik Gartzke, “Capitalist Peace or Democratic Peace”—in reader
· Michael Ross, From The Oil Curse: How Petroleum Wealth Shapes the Development of Nations—in reader
March 4  --Globalization 
· Essentials of IR --Chapter 9, pp. 335-348; 
· Lloyd Gruber, “Globalisation with Growth and Equity: Can We Really Have it All?”—in reader
March 6th    --Human Rights and Women’s Rights 
· Essentials of IR --Chapter 10.

March 9th   --Transnational Issues—the Environment 

· Essentials of IR --Chapter 11, pp. 385-409.
· Garrett Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons” –in reader.
March 11th   --Transnational Issues –Health and Crime
· Essentials of IR --Chapter 11, rest of chapter.
· Thomas J. Bollyky, “Developing Symptoms: Non-communicable Diseases Go Global”—in reader
March 13th —Wrapping up—predicting future problems/conflicts in IR
· Samuel P. Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations”—in reader
****FINAL EXAM—March 19th 10:30-12:30 ***
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