POLITICAL ECONOMY SEMINAR (491)

PROF. HORNE

Spring Quarter 2015: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00-11:50
Office Hours: 12:00-1:00 Tuesday/Thursday, Arntzen Hall 440
Cynthia.Horne@wwu.edu
What is the relationship between regime type and development?  Does democracy enhance or impede economic development?  Which comes first, economic development or democracy?  Or is this the wrong question to ask altogether?  Does culture matter in promoting development?   How does corruption affect economic, political, and social development?  Can bureaucracy and institutions facilitate economic development?  These are just some of the questions we will be exploring this quarter.  This course is a capstone experience in political economy.  As such, we will be exploring these questions associated with democracy and development using both economic and political science methods. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1.
Oral Presentations (10%):

Each student will give one oral presentation this term. The brief presentations (10-15 minutes) will consist of descriptive overviews of all the readings for the class. Students will summarize the main theoretical points of the readings, and will offer a series of questions/topics for discussion for the day (please provide handouts to your fellow classmates). 

The oral presentations will be graded on three primary criteria:

1) Grasp of the reading materials as evidenced by the class handouts. Ability to identify the independent variables, the dependent variable, the thesis statement, the main argument, and the author’s key points.

2) Ability to present this material to the class—do NOT read your handouts.

3) Quality of questions for discussion, and overall familiarity with all materials for the week.

Note:  If you fail to attend class on the day of your oral presentation, you will receive a 0 for your grade for that presentation—you do not get to reschedule if you fail to attend without making prior arrangements.  You will not receive credit for emailing me questions or handouts if you do not give an oral presentation. An oral presentation must be given orally to receive credit.
2.
Short papers—6-7 page critiques (30% total)
You are required to turn in 2 short papers this term.  One paper is due during Part I and one in Part II.  You must turn in the paper to me on the day we are discussing the readings. Therefore if you want to turn in a paper on the readings for class 2, you must turn in the paper to me at the start of discussion on that day.  The papers can be turned in on any day of your choosing during the term, HOWEVER, one paper must be turned in for Part I and one for Part II of the course.  Multiple papers will not be accepted in the same section of the course.
The papers are to be 6-7 pages long and entail a brief summary and critique of the readings. You should summarize the main point of the reading for the day and offer at least THREE poignant critiques of the readings.  These papers are not simply summaries of the readings. They must point out the strengths and weaknesses of the readings in a constructive way.

A strength IS NOT—“the book is well written, well organized, well articulated, nicely arranged, thoroughly researched…etc”  This does not add anything to our understanding of the concepts. A strength or weaknesses must tell us how this book contributes to our understanding of the issues at hand. How the reading informs the debate about democratization and reform, or why this book challenges the understanding we have between democracy and market reforms, for example. 

The summary of the readings should be no more than 2 pages long. The rest of the thought essay is your analysis of the readings.  These are meant to be critical essays. Thoughtful evaluations of what is learned or gained from the work, or conversely what is lacking in the work.  It is helpful if you tie the readings back to the main themes of the course. 

Late papers will not be accepted.  All papers must be turned in on the day we discuss the topic.
3.
Participation (15%):

This course requires your ACTIVE participation. I expect you to come to class each day having completed the readings and ready to engage in a discussion about the materials. I want you to think through the readings and ask yourself how the readings fit with the theories we have learned. Your participation grade is substantial. I expect you to have something constructive to say about the materials everyday.

If you come to class and do not participate, or if you fail to intelligently engage with the materials during class discussion, your participation grade will suffer.

NOTE:  If you miss more than four days of class, you will have missed two weeks of class time, and this will result in failure to successfully complete the participation component of the course. 
The following is offered as a general set of guidelines regarding participation grades.  Other things being equal, regular attendance and occasional questions/comments related to course reading will merit a grade in the range from C to B-.  Participation characterized by regular attendance and specific questions about the reading that lead to clarification of concepts and arguments presented by the authors will generally merit a grade of B to a B+.  Students who go beyond this level to extend particular ideas from the reading to grapple with broader issues in international political economy will merit grades in the A range.  Participation on topics not related to political economy does not count as constructive engagement with course ideas.   Remember it is not just the quantity but the quality of participation that matters.
4.
Final research paper-4 parts
There is a final research paper requirement for the course.  --Final research papers require outside research. They should build on topics explored in this course. All topics are subject to my approval.  They must include readings from this course and they must relate to materials being covered this semester.  They cannot be on the case of the U.S. in any form (whether main or comparative).  

PART I.
TOPICS (5%) --You must have your topic preapproved by me.  Paper topics are required by May 5th  .    You must turn in a one page summary of your research design by this date…AND…You must also turn in a 1  page bibliography with at least 10 sources that will be used in your research.  Late proposals will be graded down 20% per day.
PART II.
DRAFT PAPER (15%) --You will submit a draft research paper on May 21st by 10:00am . Papers will be submitted on-line through the Turnitin portal on Canvas. 
PART III:  ORAL PRESENTATION OF RESEARCH (10%)--As part of the process of idea generation and revision, you will be asked to present a summary of your research to the class in power point format. Presentation dates will be assigned later in the quarter. 
PART IV.
FINAL PAPER-- FINAL PAPER (15%)--The final paper should be approximately 20 pages long.  It must include a bibliography, and consistent footnotes or endnote citations.  It must have a thesis, an argument, and engage with the literature we read this term.  It must test the theories on out of sample cases (cases we have not covered in this class). It must demonstrate attention to the revisions suggested from the draft paper.  Due June 9th  by noon—turned in to the Canvas website electronically.  
Late draft papers and/or final papers will be graded down 20 points per day. A day is a 24 hour period.  Late final papers will not be accepted after 4pm, Friday June 12th . 


GRADING

Short papers (2)
30%  (15% each, you decide when—one in Part I and one in Part II of the course)

Oral Presentation



10% 
Participation




15%


Preliminary Research Proposal

5%--Write up due May 5th  in class
Draft Research Paper



15%-- May 21st  submitted to canvas website
Power point Presentation of research

 10%--TBD
Final Revised Research Paper


15%--Due Tuesday June 9th —12:00 pm—turned 







in to canvas website.

Grade Equivalents:

A   
95-100



C+ 
77-79

A-
90-94



C 
73-76

B+ 
87-89



C-
70-72

B  
83-86



D+
67-69, etc. 

B-
80-82





Reminders: 

This syllabus is subject to change, although I will work to minimize changes.  Changes will be announced in class. Students will be held responsible for all changes. 

I will uphold all aspects of Western’s Academic Honesty Policy and Procedure, and Student Rights and Responsibilities Code.  They are published in the Western catalog in Appendix C, University Academic Policies. 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. Please don’t plagiarize. If any part of your coursework is plagiarized you will automatically fail this course.  No make ups, no excuses.  Papers will be reviewed by the Turnitin.com website. 
Special Needs:  Reasonable accommodations for persons with document disabilities should be established within the first week of class and arranged through Disability Resource Services, phone: 650-3083; drs@wwu.edu. I will work with you and Western Washington University to meet any documented needs. 
REQUIRED READINGS

REQUIRED BOOKS

1. Stephen Haggard. 1990. Pathways from the Periphery. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.
2. Michael Ross. 2013. The Oil Curse. Princeton University Press.
3. Jan Teorell. 2010. Determinants of Democratization: Explaining Regime Change in the World.  Cambridge University Press.  (can read this on-line through the library if look it up on the Western Libraries One Search)
4. Bo Rothsein. 2011. The Quality of Governance. University of Chicago.
PART I:
Democratization
March 31—Course overview

April 2- How countries democratize
· Seymour Martin Lipset, 1994. “The Social Requisites of Democracy Revisited” American Sociological Review. Vol 59, pp. 1-22.

· Samuel P. Huntington, “How Countries Democratize,” Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 106, No. 4 (Winter, 1991-1992), pp. 579-616. 

April 7-14 – Democracy and its economic and social determinants


Jan Teorell, Determinants of Democratization
We will not be meeting for class on April 7 and  9. Come to class on April 14th ready to talk about the entire book.  Complete the assignment on our canvas webpage and bring it to class to discuss.
April 16—Third Wave Democratization Trends 

· Samuel Huntington, 1997. “After Twenty Years: The Future of the Third Wave,” Journal of Democracy. Vol. 8, No. 4 (January). 
April 16th—come to class ready to talk about one or two of the hypotheses from the “democratization” readings that you would like to test for your own research 
April 21—Measuring Culture and World Values Survey

· Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel, “Political Culture and Democracy: Analyzing Cross-Level Linkages,” Comparative Politics, Vol. 36, No. 1 (Oct., 2003), pp. 61-79. 
· Amy C. Alexander & Christian Welzel (2011). "Islam and Patriarchy: How Robust is Muslim Support for Patriarchal Values?." World Values Research 4 (2): 41-71 http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSPublicationsPapers.jsp
April 23----Culture, Democracy, and Development  (readings to be provided)

· David Landes, “Culture Makes Almost all the Difference,” chapter 1 in Culture Matters.
· Michael Porter, “Attitudes, Values, Beliefs and the Microeconomics of Prosperity,” chapter 2 in Culture Matters.   

· Daniel Etonunga-Manguelle, “Does Africa Need a Cultural Adjustment Program?” chapter 6 in Culture Matters. 
***************Thought paper due no later than April 23*****************
PART II: 
Quality of Government and Development

April 28--Bureaucracy and Development
· Max Weber, “Bureaucracy,”  in From Max Weber; essays in sociology.  H.H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills. 

· Peter Evans, 1999.  "Bureaucracy and Growth: A Cross-National Analysis of the Effects of 'Weberian' State Structures on Economic Growth," (with James Rauch) in American Sociological Review , vol. 64, no.5 (October). homepage.ntu.edu.tw/~kslin/macro2009/Evans and Rauch 1999.pdf
April 30---Corruption and Development

· Daniel Treisman, 2001. The Causes of Corruption: A Cross National study. Journal of Public Economics. Vol. 76, No. 3, 399-457. http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/policy_library/data/01437/_res/id=sa_File1/Treisman_Causes_Corruption.pdf
*****Due May 5th—1 page paper topics****

May 5--Quality of Government Considerations: Democracy and Legitimacy

· Rothstein, Chapters 1-4
May 7--Quality of Government: Corruption and Inequality Considerations

· Rothstein, Chapters 5-7

May 12--Quality of Government: Social Trust

· Rothstein, chapters 8-10

Must have completed second thought paper by May 12th
PART III: Promoting Development

May 14— Development theories overview/review

· Haggard, Chapters 1-2.

May 19-- State Intervention: Export oriented growth—Asian NICs

· Haggard, Chapters 3-6

May 21: State Intervention: ISI trajectories—Latin America

· Haggard, Chapters 7-8, 10.

*****First paper draft due by start of class May 21st—submit to Canvas*****

May 26-- Oil Politics and Development
· Ross, Chapters 1-3
May 28—Oil and Development

· Ross, Chapters 4, 6-7

June 2, June 4—Presentations of research—you will each make a power point presentation of your original research and present those findings to the class.[image: image1][image: image2]
